Know your
Neighbours

Community Relations

Scouting is part of the community and can
benefit considerably by using its resources to the
full. More importantly, by integrating itself into
the community, Scouting can contribute to the
wider range of activities and organisations
provided in it. Community Relations is about
making contacts, meeting people and getting
involved in the community.

Community Groups

The work of community based organisations
such as the National Trust, Help the Aged and
Save the Children often compliments that of The
Scout Association.  Their help, advice and
resources may also benefit your Group or
Section.  Relationships with local Residents'
Associations and other community groups are
important too.

Why not ...

make contact with your local Residents’ or
Community Association;

find out about local environmental groups and
get involved in a local conservation project;

visit your local Citizens Advice Bureau or
drop-in centre;

hold a social evening for families and local
residents.

Community Sponsorship

Many Scout Groups are sponsored by places of
worship, schools, industrial concerns or
community associations.  Community based
organisations are often wiling to provide
equipment, meeting facilities and other resources
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in order to provide Scouting for the Community.
Such partnerships are vital in supporting the
Scout Group and should be encouraged.

Why not ...

invite a representative of your Group's
Sponsoring Authority to your Colony, Pack,
Troop or Unit meetings;

take part in the activities of your Sponsoring
Organisation;

invite representatives of current and potential
Sponsoring Organisations to a seminar or
social gathering and tell them about Scouting
today, and how they might help;

approach a local place of worship, industrial
concern, Residents’ Association or school
inviting them to sponsor your Group.

Places of Worship

Places of worship are often a focal point for the
local community. It is important for all Scout
Groups (not just Sponsored Scout Groups) to
develop relationships and maintain contact with
local places of worship.

Why not...

find out about religious faiths different to your
own;

visit a Synagogue, Mosque, Templeor
Gurdwara;

discuss Spiritual Development and the
Association's Religious Policy; invite a local
religious leader to act as your Religious
Adviser.
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Minority Ethnic Communities

Scouting is a multi-cultural, multi-faith youth
movement and relationships with members of
minority ethnic communities are important.
Young people from these communities can
enjoy Scouting in an existing Group or in a new
Scout Group perhaps based on their own
culture and faith. Information on other cultures
helps all our Members to understand the multi-
cultural aspect of Scouting.

Why not ...
visit your local Racial Equality Council,

invite someone from another country to
discuss what Scouting and life is like there',

hold a multi-cultural evening with music,
dance, food and dress from other cultures;

make contact with the leaders of minority
ethnic communities locally;

recruit members from minority ethnic
communities into membership of your Group.

Current Affairs

There are many issues that affect the society in
which we live. Many of these issues are of
particular interest to the work of the Youth
Service and to youth organisations. It is
important that Members of the Movement
involve themselves in the process of decision
making and become more aware of major
social issues at local, national and international
level through the Association's training
programme.

Why not ...

identify a local controversial issue, follow its
progress in the local press, at council meetings
etc., then find out the facts to all sides of the
argument and discuss your findings at a Unit
meeting;

- invite a speaker from the Family Planning
Association or Friends of the Earth;

- explore the effects of homelessness and other
forms of poverty and produce an eye-catching
poster.

Local Government

Many local Councillors and Members of
Parliament support the Movement's work, both
locally and nationally. Sometimes the
Association is asked for its help and views
concerning matters influencing the Youth
Service.

Why not ...
contact your local Councillor(s) or MP(s) or
MEP(s);
ask your local MP to show you round the
Houses of Parliament;
invite representatives from local
parties to discuss a current issue;
research a local social problem and present
your findings to the appropriate local authority
department or your local Councillor;

political

visit a local Council meeting.
Education

Scouting is complimentary to formal education
and relationships with local schools, colleges and
the Local Education Authority are important.
Schools often include Scouting in their extra
curricular activities and project work, while many
more meet on school premises. Student Scout
and Guide Clubs exist at universities and
colleges throughout the United Kingdom enabling
young people to continue their Scouting when
they leave home to continue their education.

Why not ...

recruit members from
colleges;

local schools and

borrow transport or other resources from the
Local Education Authority;

contact your local Student Scout and Guide
Club;

approach the Parent/Teacher Association or
Governors of your local school;

offer to help out at an open day or other
school event;
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Youth Service

Scouting plays an active role in the Youth
Service by working in partnership with other
voluntary organisations such as The Guide
Association, the Boys' Brigade, Youth Clubs UK
and with local Youth Service agencies such as
Councils for Voluntary Youth Services.

Why not ...
carry out joint activities with local Guide units;

visit a youth club or Boys' Brigade meeting
and exchange programmes;

invite members of another youth organisation
to one of your meetings;

as a District, gain a seat on the local youth
committee;

join or help start a Local Youth Council.

Know Your Neighbours!

Many Counties, Areas and Districts have an
Assistant County, Area or District Commissioner
to undertake this work locally. In a Scout Group
this is usually undertaken by the Group Scout
Leader and the Group Chairperson.

Whatever your role ...

What are you doing to improve your
relationships with others in your community?
How can you get more involved in your
community?

Devise your own Agenda for Action on how you
can improve relationships in your community.

Further information and details of resources are
available from the Programme and Development
Department.
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