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POEMS & STORIES
S o n g k r a n
Thai’s love festivals.  On April 13th
they celebrate Songkran – Thai New
Year by the traditional Thai calendar.
Songkran is a time for prayers, 
fireworks, dancing and lots of water!!
The day before Songkran, houses are
spring cleaned, old clothing and 
rubbish burned all to eliminate bad
luck in the new year.  The Songkran
festival lasts for three days.  During
this time water is used to purify 
people and objects.  Statues of
Buddha are bathed in water and the
biggest and most spectacular displays
of water can be found in the street.
It’s impossible to stay dry during
S o n g k r a n !

Beware of water serpents!
An old Thai story tells of serpents
called nagas.  The nagas brought rain
by spouting water from the sea.  The
more they spouted, the more rain fell
on the land.  You probably wont see
any nagas today, but at Songkran,
children take the place of nagas and
shower everyone with water!

Thailand is a noisy, happy and WET
place during Songkran.  All over the
country, young people toss water at
each other and at people on the
street.  Sometimes they even throw
flour.  No one is safe!  But since
Songkran is held in the hottest month
of the year, everyone enjoys the
chance to have fun and be cool.  As we
enjoy the gift of water, both at the
Jamboree and at home.  Let us
remember those without water.

P R A Y E R S
S e a
Far out at sea the white horses toss,
Near at hand onto the rocks
The waves crash and hiss and roar:
The sea is a great and wonderful 
mystery to me,
O Lord.
It reminds me of your power and very
great beauty.
The Prayer Garden

Dear Lord, be good to me.
The sea is so wide
And my boat is so small.
Prayer of a Breton fisherman

People travel to wonder at the height
of mountains, at the huge waves of
the sea, at the long courses of rivers,
at the vast compass of the ocean, at
the circular motion of the stars; they
pass themselves without wondering.
St Augustine

A C T I V I T I E S
Water Team Pass
Divide into groups of about 10 people.
You’ll need one plastic cup per person
and some water.  Each group should
stand in a circle all with cups in their
mouths – held by the lip of the cup.
One person in each group has a cup
filled with water and holds it in his or
her mouth.  On “GO!” the group sends
water around the circle without
hands, from cup to cup.  How much
water is still left at the end? 

1. Water1. Water 1. Water1. Water



1. Water1. Water 1. Water1. Water


